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Evernawhere. Mo matter if you are a worker in
the fields. A student in the schocls. Someone locked
up. Facing deportation. Cr a beating for who you
chooss to love. Forced to sell your time and enemgy to
aunive. Pay for a place o stay. Brensabhere. We have
a mandate for class war. if you want a reason you
need onty look at the amount of foreclosed homes on
your sireet as the bankera that own them fill their
gullets from a troff of bailout cash. Smply teke a short
break while picking fruit and vegstables and fecl as
the pesticides seep into your skin and you are paid
alave wages. You can walich as your tuiion cosis

jump through the roof as your hand graps the brand

new lay off notice from work. Glance up from the want
adds as your daughter cries and you remember that
vour food stamps have again run out. In the back-
ground of it all, pofice siens - the slamming of the
orison doors. Aa if to say, "We'l aways have a place
for yvou hare_ "

Az capitalism’s noose "gh*ﬂfﬂ around us, we
struggle and ai'tnmp‘t“ gasp for air. We watch out for
our friends and co-workers as we steal from work and
from stores. We ignore the notices of Toreclosurs’ and
stay inside our homes for as long as possible - withouwt
paying rent. We come out of our cars and houses and
nto the strests to confront the police when someone
i3 getting harassed and threatened with jail tme. As
we atternpt to breathe; as we fight for more and more
room, we also find others like us who are doing the
zame. Suddenly, the divisions between us based on
race, sexuaity, geography, and gender - disappear

Ne come to understand that those faced witha
similar et of condifions, shared expenences, and
morecver, the same enemies, can come to constitute
a body of people with the power to tum this whole
thing inside out. The film is called "The Disaster of Our
tveryday Lives,” and we've been seling popcom in
the lobby of this theater for as long a3 we can remem-
ber \We are glad that you have come outside with us
st lorg enough to share a cigarette and fo talk about
buming the building to the ground...

But. in the midst of cur discussion, we are
intermupted by those that declars that we ne=d peti-
tons not graffiti. Politicians to vote for, not rots. Union
bosses, not strikes and occupatons. They have plans
o march on Sacramento, to "speak truth to power.
How sad. Power already knows the truth; it amply
doesn't care. Those that seek to channe! our discon-
tent back into peltics, the city council, the proper
channels,' only wish to better manage and organize
the world of rich and poor. The point however, has



@ways been to destroy it. We are for insumection, not
activism. We want revolution, not reform. We want power
for cursebes, not 2 seat at the table of owr enemies.

“But who is this Modesto Anarcho Crew? " some
gz "Thieves, terrorists, hooligans, and criminals!,” others
rephy. What we are is amost uninteresting. For we are the
same &3 30 many of cur class, People who work jobs that
never pay enough. Those who try and get by, but never
guite do, och unemployment and food stamps. Pecple
who are ‘represent=d’ in unions, vet ahways have no
control or power in their workplace. Those who ateal when
they are hungry. Those who have gone to @il and hated it
Yho despise the police. Who hate la migra. Who crossed
cut every swastka they saw in the bathroom and rolled
their eyes during every mesting at work. YWe are not
nterestng. We are average. Ordinary. Beeryday. What we
do. Oh, what we do. Now that is the stuff that is intereat-
ng. This magazine is part of what we do. Cur joumal we
unleash upon the world. For three years we have done
thiz. For thres years we have given this out for free and
sent thousands of copies into prisons. We get fan mail.
We recene threats from the police. We get respect on the
sireet. We gain enemiss. Such is Ife.

People are going on sirke. Kids are taking owver
their schools. Meighborhoods are fighting the police. Owr
enemies gear up to confront us - and fry and calm us
dowmn. For three years our proiect has been to document
the struggles of working and pocr pecple in ocurarea. To
tak shit on those among us who want peace with our
enemies and give props to those who instead offer fire
and rape. Three years of this; and we have only just
begun. So dry your eyes over the state of the world.
Somecone has your back, more than vou know. Somecne
glze lnows what's it ke and is ready to get crazy.

“Who are we?" As the song goes: We are your
friends. You'l never be alone again.

-cnado

Give Out Modesto Anarcho for Free!

Do you want to hand out copies of Modesto
Anarcho in school, at work, where you live, or in prison?
Would vou like to give out copies of the magazine at an
upcoming event or place them in a store, bar, or at the
borany? Simply email us and let us know! For those locked
up in Calfomiz, we can send you copies of the magazine
and other class war publications for free. Write fo us at

Modesto Anarcho, PO Box 3027, Modesto, CA 95353
anarcho28&yahoo.com - modestoanarcho.org

ERISONER EEEDBACK

Grestings MAC,

| hawe just finished reading your zine and |
am interested in leaming more about what you do.
Along with this letter, | send my upmost respects o
wou all.

Wby name is Mike, and | am from Modestio,
[Airport District) and | am a former Mazi Low rider
prison gang member. | am 38 years old and | am
currently serving a 28 year prison term for 2 home
imvasicn style robbery, on a sex offenden’drug
dealer.

| chose to walk away from my former associ-
ates, that decision wasn't made for me. | chocse to
bounce, because ater marny years of gang bang-
ing, | wasn't making any progresas, at keast not inthe
right direction. | didn't throw in the towel as a sign of
capitulation, | did it to follow my own heart. F that
makes any sense to you.

As to what myy heart tells me, well | lnow
that stabbing my cwn people an't very honorable,
and that in order to fight the hand that keepa us
down, | must shake this priscn mentality.

Qwr anly hope, is in the hands of our youth.
Mo matter what you have to do, you have fo reach
the kids MNOW'

The kds in juvenile halls s where fo begn.
Sive up an hour, or two a2 week to voluntesr. Kids
need to know that they are not "throw a ways”™ they
need love. The kid who i3 in juvenile hall and has no
famiby will fall into any group who comes along and
that iz never good. There i3 no need to fill there
head with high powered political stuf, just being
thers i3 encugh. You can only lead those who
respect you, not fear you or who are amaid fo let
you down. Ghe the kids your “true” love and the
rest will come.

Thank you for your time and | would ke to
recene future zines of yours. Be good to each
other.

With Lowve, Honor, Strength, and Respect
Your Homebaoy,
e

Editorial Collective: Brennus, Scnya, crudo, Bones.

Contributors: Raygun, Giford, crude, Infa-maus,
Califomia Valley Mok Tribe.

Legal Disclaimer: This magazne is for educational
purposes only. It does not promote or condone any
sort of ilegal or viclent behavior.
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Early Augusi: Employees of the United Way bmlding m
Modesto discovered two squatters occupying the roof. The
resourceful pair had gotten past the thick metal plating at the
base of the bmldmg and cut the locks on a fire escape ladder
high above the ground. to whach they added their own locks.
Ther living space was totally invisible from the sfreet. They
took advantage of the elecinical outlets on the roof and
plogged m surge protectors so they could use a DVD player
and smng hghts. They had an mflatable matiress, a propane
torch. candles, extension cord, and lots of clothing

When United Way employees discovered the squat-
ters, they confiscated (stole) some of the pair's personal
belongmes and changed the locks on the ladder. Apparently
undeterred, the squatters were able to chmb up to the roof
agam without cuttmg the locks. This time they nigged the amr
condiioming so that, instead of blowing mto the mside of the
buldmg, it would blow on the roof where they were squat-
ting. Unfortunately, United Way worked with the Modesto
Police Department to get added patrols around the area to
ensure that no one 15 squatting on the roof.

Chanty orgamizations like United Way claim to
mmprove the overall gualify of life for individuals m our
commumity, when the reality is that they will only help
people on thewr own terms, rather than on the terms of people
who pemnnely need help. It 15 womic that someone would

squat the roof of a chanfy orgamization m the first place,
and more so that a group that claims to belp people would
call the police on those who are resourceful enough to help
themselves. As more people In our commumity face home-
lessness due to nsing unemployment and foreclosumes, 1t
becomes more apparent that those m power will not belp us
m aoy way. Chanty orgamzations will not help us etther.
We have to help ourselves by reclamming umsed space, so
the nch can no longer profit from the control over what we
all need to survive

Late September: In Modesto, a mob of people kicked a
group of Christians out of the PRIDE festival. Sadly, but
not surpnsmgly, the event organizers had already shut the
festival down m order to avord conflict between the protest-
ers and event goers, who had begum to confront the hate
mongers and throw objects at them A video of the confron-
tation can be viewed on youtube com A post on the inter-
net read:

“We are hangimg out together. Talkmg Beadmg
Eatmg. Watching a movie. The door slams open. “Hey, 1
Just drove by the PRIDE festival and there's a bunch of
anti-gay Christian protesters out there with signs ™ “Let's
ride,” one of us rephies. We do. We're off. Into a couple
separate cars we dnve to the festival We get there and look



around  The stage is being taken down. People are tnckling
out. Chnistian fascisis stand around with signs screaming
about sin and proclamung that we are going to hell; rem-
forcing capitalist modes of sexual reproduction and patriar-
chal society. People stand around, jost lookmg. Some of us
vell at them Secunty tells us to be quiet. One of them
approaches and tells us m a hushed voice, “Just ignore them
and they'll get the message.” One of us looks at them and
replies, “That's what Hitler said. The only way he said that
hiz enemues could have stopped him 13 if they would have
fought them i the streets. Which 15 what we aren't doing
nght now.” The secunty guard looks down at the ground

We are mn the car again. dnving. We amve at our
house. Our hands reach out for a blank banner, some spray
pamnt, and video camera equpment. A text message 15 sent
out to fnends that reads, “Chnstians fascists at the park.
Throw down. Tell fnends. ™ Qmckly a message upon the
banner 15 wnitten that reads: “Reclamm Pnide - Bash Back!™
We armve again at the park. We approach our enemies and
start chanting for them to get out. A buzz 15 spreadmg
throughout the crowd. People shake hands, meet old friends,
and rush m from elsewhere. The police look womed; more
people are coming to meet the zealots head on.

“Why did they shut down PRIDE? Where's the party
at? Get out of the park! Who's Park? Our Park!” The chants
change. but the messapge remiains the same: leave now, or
we'll confront yon. The police inform us that we are on the
verge of starhing a not and to not confront the protesters.
Others tell us we're as bad as the fascists. We smule and
laugh We've heard this before. No. Actually, we're worze,
because we are prepared to stand and fight. The crowd
conimues to grow. The protesters look at each other
nervously as they attempt to preach to us despite the fact
that we're yelling so loud no one can hear what they're
saymg at all The police stand around the zealots and protect

them and the social peace that ndes the everyday social war.

The protesters look at each other. They pack up. They leave.
We've won
People smile and slap each other on the back. We've

had a victory. We later leamn from talkmg to fnends who had

already been at PRIDE that when the protesters first showed
up. the event organizers responded by shutting the event
down We also heard romors that before we armived, people
threw bottles and confronted those attacking them . But
thanks to the orgamizers of the event, so much for PRIDE.
“This 15 where you're liberal leaders lead you,” declares one
rebel, as some of us make our rounds of the park after the
fascasts have left. Over 50 people participated in the
confrontation. For these people, for a few moments they felt
what 1t 1z hike to come together as a group and push back not
only agamst the pohice and our oppressors, but also expen-
ence something so much more than just hstenmg to bonng
speakers and starmg at the booths of non-profits and food

vendors. They felt what it was like to win. To push back
against what class society forces agamst us.

This 1s what it means to mtervene. To stand up for
ourselves. At work. In the streets. In our neighborhoods.
Everywhere. To all the haters who are mpping off of
everyday people brmging da mickus — you're the ones that
are just as bad. We see you, ln hater. We have begun,
where you at? This 1s Modesto muthafucka 209 Holla

-Some of those accused of inciting a mot.™

Late September: In Merced and Davis, UC smdents and
workers went on sitike agamst cuts to school classes,
wages and hours, and also the raising of student fees.
Workers (not on stnke) at UC Dawis, according to
www.mdybay org, honored the stnke and went home for
the day. helping to shut down the campus. Our hats go off
to these workers who respected those m struggle and made
it harder for the bosses to continue business as usual While
the workers were picketing, students conducted a mass
rally agamst the cuts and fee lnkes. and according to some
sources, also attempted to occupy an admmstration buald-
mg for a short penod of time. In Merced there was a small
rally and protest against the fee hikes.

Early October: In Fresno, on September 23, two Fresno
police officers shot and killed Lonme Graham He was
unarmed {for more information, see the repression section).
Police chief Jerry Diyer said his officers feared for their
lives when Graham emerged from a house with a cell
phone in his hand On October 9th, a march and protest
was held in downtown Fresno outside of the police stabon
against the murder of the young man About 75 people
chanted and held signs for several hours.

Late October: In Fresno. nmdreds of students from the
Califormia State Umiversity, marched to protest recent fee
mocreases, class cuts, and furloughs handed down from the
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Largely saken from, "Ml
Flambovance: A Brief Hrstory af the
Sromewall Riors”

In the late 1960 and the years pror, gay bars served as one of the very fow places that gay, lesbian or tensgen-
dered people cowld gather with cne ancther. However, even these spaces were often unable o provice the opportunity 1o
comiorshly and safaly gather. Often times. they wene owned by straight men andior connecied 1o the mob and were
looking to make mongy &t the expence of the gy community rather than senme & Gay bars were aisn regulany subjecied 1o
pofice raide 2o most states Nad anti-gay laws, including siatues regarding "gender-sppropriate” ciothing and Baves meking i a
Ccrme 1o serve alochol 1o 2 homosexual. Along with theos lews that were on the books, police forces weould find additions
excuses o teke out ther anti-gay hostility. These policies refliectad a larger culture of homophobia and ant-gay sentiment

Stonewal Inn wes a deasy and gritty gay bar that was established and run by Mobsters who would pay of the cops
to kesp raids 1o & minmum, let the managemant of Stonewall know when they were coming, and raid eary in the night
when business was slow. During the earfy moming on June 28ih, 1868, the oops again reided Stonewsl, this tme: with no
pricr waming. Usually, the only ones amested were those without 1D or those dressed in clothes of the "opposie gender”
(Mew York Iz required three articles of clothing “appropriate to one’s gender.™) Mot unike other clashes with the police. a
crowd began toforn amund Stonewsl, and at the beginning of the raid, the police began amestng pecole for the: ueusl
Me3sons.

—ome of the amestess began stiking poses as they were baeing led off by the police while others amesiac or
commonted were rmouthing off, and some threw their ooine at the cops. Still the authorties coniinued 10 Shove Some amest -
ece Mo the pofice wagon. Some consicder the most explosive moment 1o be when a butch lesbian was amested and thrown
in e wagon and began 1o rock i Arcund this point in the night, some accounts speak of several spomianecus fiashes of
anger, a mass oppesition, end millent refusal 1o accept the police harsssment. One quean ook off her high heel, smashed
& police officer and knoclked him down, grabbed hig handoulf keys and freed herself She then passed dong the keys 1o her
comaces, while others slarted to yell "Pigs!”™ “Fagpot Cops!” and “Gay Power!® All of this ied 0 the crowd tansforming and
growing mo a8 mob, wiich bagan throwing evenything possible at the police; bricks, bottios, garbage cans, even oog shil

The poiice, who sericusly underesimated a bunch of "gueers” and "gave,” only cent eight police officers to perffomn
the raid, and when the unexpectad near niot brolke out, the police were ordered by their commancer o refrest into the ber
They bamicaded themeshes in, which of course la2d o attacks on the bar from the resigiance in the sireet, inchuding pecpie
Lsing a parking meter 2 a baterng em. Beniually the crowd partially breached the bamier between them and the poliice
and one ricter successilly tosesad a maich and some ighter fuid infto the bar, starting a fire. The cops, with pistcis puied

weene ready for another clash, and one yelled, "We'll shoot the first motherfucker that comes through the doort™ Bveriualy the
cops Cleared the streste. The night resulted in severdl ioters beaten, four cops injured, and thirteen amested. The nesd two
rights, riots again broke out, as other peopie came out 1o fight the polics,

In the aftermath of the Stonewal riots, vanous goups, projects, and orgenizatons were formmed, uehermng n the Gay
Liberation Movement As a way of remembering the courageous actions of thase in Mew ork who ricted and fought the
pobce, yeaty Gay Pride manches and festivals were held in many cities, noiuding Modesto, But. as the years passed, and
PHIDE became mome and mom mansiream, and being gay n this society bacame just another market o pander 1o, FRIDE
was co-opted away from ite ongingl purpoee of oeleibrating qQuieser resistance to the police and oppression

it i= mportant 1o keen in mind that this is what the poitical Left does. PRIDE used to be sbout celebrating noting and
fightng the pofce. Now it is slbout corporations spongoning marches and setiing up boothe that cater to 2 gay market
Capitalism has agen succesded in tuming something that seeks to attack it back imto ancther way 1o make money. And
wihat was once a way to show power and force against a society that seeks o restrict sevual freedom, netead nes cegan-
ergied imo proparhy contoled marches and events whare the police are thare 1o make sure thinges don't get out of hend —or
&t the very least, stay within the realme of people simply gettng drunk and partying. The politcal Left, made up of the
opanzers of thees events, are si20 heppy 1o oblige N the managing of all of this, whike &t the same tme preceming the
ilugion that such events sesk to change society. When PRIDE organizers in Modesto shut the endire event down o prevers
people from confronting Christian protesters attacking tham, they showed themsaives 1o not only be a complete dishonour
o the spint of Stonewal, but also toiaky unable to do anything to actually confront end stop homophobiz it this sooaty. We
goo eop the actions of the police in Tyving 1o keep the two groups from clashing to show again that they edst ' keep the
divisions of class, rece, and gender firmly in place. Nothing has changed since Stonewall excent that it legacy has been
pervarted by thoee that today would denounce the actions of the miftant Naw York guesrs 'who fought the police in 1888
Bash back and fuck those that would steal our history.




C5U system The near six-hour protest was the culnunation
of weeks of campaigning by many orgamizations encouraging
stndents to walk out of therr classtooms. Students began
exiting classrooms around 10 am. Protesters then marched
for about an hour thr campus and made their way to
Shaw and Cedar avemnumes, holdmg picket signs and chanfing,
about 600 strong. The group then rallied with students and
faculty addressing a crowd of several undred.

Then students headed towards the admimstration
buildmg, where they proceeded to hold a sit-in. According to
mdybay org: “After the march there was a post-rally followed
by a group of the students taking the list of demands to

'3 (CSU Frezno Prezident) office on the 4th floor of the
library (in the rally there were many references to Welty's
tower where he could look down on his subjects and mamtain
maccessibihty). The students were mihally met by campus
police who blocked the elevator saying they had to make sure
1t was okay for us to come up, so we tock the stairs. Once the
small group made 1t up there we were met in the hallway by
campus pohice who said President Welty was not there, we
asked where he was. As this dialogue was going on, students
just kept commg out of the elevators, eventually they had to
let us firther in so everyone could fit, by the end we had
moved forward nearly 30 feet and had 80 students clogging
up the hallway leadmg to the admmmsirators’ offices.”

For the first time m Fresno State’s nstory all admas-
sions, ncluding transfers, have been canceled for the spnng
semester. In Fall 2010, the university announced that it wall
reduce enrollment by approximately 400 eligible students.
The C5U system-wide 15 calling for a reduction of enrollment
by 40,000 stodents over the next two years. High school
students who have been told that if they do well in school
they can eam a college degree are facing a broken promise
because meeting the minmmum eligibility requirements will
no longer puarantee a student a place m the CS5U. Just this
past year, siedents saw a 32% mcrease m therr fees. This
comes on top of multiple fee mereases over the last several
years. Smee 2002, funhon has increased 182%. Just recently
the Chancellor's office and the Board of Trustees announced
the possibility of an additional 10% mcrease next year.

Late October: In Modesto, campaign signs were taken
and remade with anti-political and anhi-rich messages A
post on mdybay.org stated: “Campaign signs were
redecorated throughout Modesto and placed up m
various high traffic areas m Dismict 4. Those mmnmg m
this distnict melude someone who works at a pnson and
15 backed by the police, a real estate mogul. and Robert
Stanford, who 15 responsible for gettimg the Modesto
Needle Exchange shut down. The cop, the capitahst. and
the snitch. With candidates hke these, who needs
enemies? Elections wall never serve the working class.
they only put more barmers before us. We need commm-
nity conirol and power from the ground up, not saviors
from the top down. We are not mterested m politics -
only its destruction.”

Late October: A "Roving Dance Party Agamnst the Fee
Hikes™ hit Modesto Junior College. A post online about
the event read-

“Modesto Jumor College, perhaps the cheapest
mstitution of higher leaming in the state of Califorma
has recently had 180 classes cut from ifs roster. Fees
have also risen from $20 per unit to 526, meaning that
students are paymng more and getting less: the constant
refrain of the ongoing economuc cnsis. Meanwhile at
Califormia State Umversity (C5U) Stamslaus, (the
school that most MIC graduates go on to attend), the
entire winter semester has been abolished and fees are
being raised by 32%. While UC students at campuses
hke UC Betkeley and UC Santa Cruz have launched
successful occupations at ther schools and engaged m a
vanety of confrontational tactics — students m the
Central Valley, (with the exception of students at CSU
Fresno who walked out of thewr school m late October
by the hundreds), have been slow to respond

On Monday of this week, students at MIC
walked onto campus to find that the entire pennmeter of
the school had been covered m flyers that read “Dance
Party Apganst the Fee Hikes! ™ and encouraged students
to bring mmsic, frends, and party favors. The flyer



“The representation of the working class has become an enemy of the workmg class.™ — Guy Debord

This election cycle, voters in Modesto were able to vote in district elections: meaning that they could voite for city
councl memibers based upon where they ved throughowut the city. District 4 became probably the biggest battle’ inthe
city: and one of the most heated. Rghting over the seat was Jo= Muratore, Robert Starford, and JeF Perine. At first
glance, the candidates themselves asem very different. Jos Muratore is a real estate mogud, who promotes more growth
(i urban sprawd) and business mterests. Muratore is also a member of the La Loma Asacciation, the group that represenis
a neighborhood of lamgly upper-middle class professionals who have pushed for more survellance cameras in local paks
and the ciminalization of dumpster diving. Jeff Perine worles at a Youth Prison in Stockon, and comes from a cop family.
Surprise, surprss, he has the backing of the police department and promotes a “tough on crime’ platform. Stanford
comes from the working class Airport District, and also takes a tough on gangs approach along with a lot of rhefonc of
‘representing’ working families.

Using democracy’s logic, mary would conclude that Robert Stanford was the clear cption for those looking for
someone that was fight for workdeng class interests within the power structure. Indeed, this is how Sarford has porfrayed
hims=if, a3 someche that would fight the “old guard, ™ of the city, while being a voice for workdng pecple. Of course, the
redlity is much different. As a "community acthist,” Stanford has done some commendable things, for instence fighiing for
rent controd and a curb o police brutality in the local area. However, Stanford has shown his true colors in the last vear, as
he was the top infornant in the undercover investigation against the Modesto MNeedle Buchanges goup. He aso has been
known to call the police on youth in the dowrtoen area that he finds suspicious, and told the Modesto Copastch mem-
bers whio videotaped one such incident o *suck my dick.”

OF course Sfanford, having hardly any money to achually nun a political campaign, leat the race to Muratore, argusbly
the candidzte with the lamest amount of political connections and accesa to money. Could we come to expect anything
less in such an election, with candidates from the poor Arport District going up against the up acale La Loma MNeighibor-
hood? Been if Stanford was someone who sericushy cared about working class issues, they would be alone in a power
structure that feeds on business and political connections. The orisis brought on by forecloaure, budget cuts, and job leas
are also symptoms of the larger system of capitalism — more politicians just mean different bosses for that systemn, notan
end to the poblems that they create. Peliticians like Stanford (and Chama) will forever hold out the ifusion that by electing
them we waill changes the conditicns which impovernish our ives, but i reality, all we are doing is gving the nevwest set of
idots the keys to the oity. Sure, a new group of polticians might rock the beat in smal ways, but they uWitimatsty can't
woi't change the very nature of this systemn, that keepa the rich rich, and the poor siuck a3 wage alaves. They won't gt
rid of primscns, homelessness, the destruction of the natural world — only we can do this. Many people already belisve this.
in District 4, only several hundred people actually voted. In South Side Modesto, one of the most impovenshed areas,
woler um out didn't reach above 500 people. If we understand voting to be bullshit — let's start recogniding the waysin
which we can act that will give oursehves--not some politician-—-power. We can crganize on the job and go on sinke; t2ang
over our workplaces. We can loot and take goods for free while at work or where we ve. We can fake overvacant oz o
grow food and housing to ve in. We can destroy the economy which places us into poverty instead of electing the man-
apgers which will cnly halp it to continue.



ended by statng, “Stnke//Occupy//Takeover.” This same
slogan was then repeated m a larger poster, 11" by 17", 1,000
quarter sheet flyers were then distnbuted the next day across
campus and on the day of the dance party a banner was
dropped from the art bnlding that read “Stop the Fee Hikes!
Dance Party in Quad 2Nite, 8pm ™ Graffiti in the bathrooms at
MIC has also been appeanng throughout the campus for
weeks, callmg for unity between staff, students. and faculty
agamst the cuts and lukes. All thas was orgamized m just a few
days by a group of fnends, many of which are former or
current students at Modesto Junmior College.

On Tuesday, we amved on campus with about 10
pecple, and headed to go check out the “Vigil for Education,”
which was happeming nght before the dance party was
supposed to start. We were hoping that the other group would
brng 2 good sized group of people cut, and hopefully when 1t
was finished many would stick around for the dance party.
We had seen no flyers around campus for the event and the
wind was blowmg heavily, makmg the 1dea of holdmg
candles on a dark night mn the nuddle of an empty quad that
much more totally unappealing. When we amved, we found
about 10 other people standing around m a curcle, zigghng.
They held no signs or flyers, there were no banners, and
besides that fact that they were holding candles, there was
nothmg to let you know they were doing anything else than
just hanging out. Several within the group announced thewr
dishke for the dance party 1dea, and stated that they didn't
want to “chant and vell at people.” that by holding a vigil they
would get “people to listen to them ™ Other members within
the group hud m bushes around those waiting for the dance
party to start and med to video tape us. Wendy Byrd, Director
at MJC and a leader within the local chapter of the NAACP
chapter, was also on the scene trying to ask questions of those
there (m an effort to find out who the organizers for the dance
party were), and also spent a lot of time talking to the secunty
guards who were sitnated nearby watching the whole scene.
Pmple also complained to us that “masked men had run mto
class rooms, throwing dance party flyers everywhere,” (we
can't make this shat up folks!), had been putting banners up
around the school. and had “super ghued” flyers to varous
walls.

At Bpm. the student activists left. A boom box
appeared and people began to dance. At this pomt about
20-25 people were m attendance. The group quickly made its
way towards the Founders' Hall, which 15 the largest class-
room bmldmg on campus. Chanting, “Stop the Fee Hikes,
DauteDann::eA]]"hghL ‘penplemmedmandnutufbmld
mgs for about 30-40 minutes, nwviting students shll n class to
come out and jom them A banner that the crowd camed read,

“Stmke/ Occupy//Takeover.” Many came out and looked — but
few actually joined us. Secunty followed closely behind
videotaping the entire event, and then stated that they had
called the police. At this pomt, the group handed out copies of

a text that has been circulatimg on the miemnet, “Occupy
the Cnisis: The Emerging Student-Worker Direct Action
Movement m Cahforma ,” diapered and went m small
groups off school grounds.

The student activists at MIC who organized the
wvigl disgust us — although we are sadly not surpnsed.
They made no attempts at making pestures of sohdanty
with us. not even an acknowledgment of a set of different
tactics but still shared enemues. For them this iz another
student project to take pictures of and make videos for.
For us, this 13 something that affects our bives. Thewr 1deas
for action are so weak and stupid they barely need to be
criiqued. Holdmg candles m the dark that no one will s=e
does nothing. It does nothing to raise consciousness or
build power and 1t certamly does nothing to challenge
those in power. These that nm this state would hke
nothing more 1if all we did was hold candles m the dark_ It
13 only in confhict and action that we will find out how
much power we do have to improve our matenal condi-
trons. One thing 1s clear — the school adnumstrahon and
the activists were scamred of us, and wanted nothmg to do
with us. As well they should be; we clearly were better
orgamzed than they were amyway_

We understand the umiversity system to be a part
m the reproduction of class society. Like everything else
within Capital, we do not wish to ‘reform’ the unversity,
of make 1t more 'democratic.” Like our comrades wrote.
“We wish to push the university struggle to its Imits.™
We were excited by the possility of an event spmming
out of control of anyone’s hands; a constructed situation
that put desire, confrontation, and buman conmechion
above the rale of the police and the unrversity leaders.
Tomght was a step 1n the nght direction, although a very
small one. We are sl those that will never play by the
rules of pelitics or activism— we make our own. Everyday
we grow stronger and befter orgamized  Share your
hushed rumeors about us between yourselves, for we plan
to be s0, s0. 30 much worse.

-same of the bad seeds



Early November: In Modesto, naz graffiti along Dry Creek,
(which included swastikas and “ss™ symbols), was covered
up by anarchist graffin which read “kill nazs™ and “destroy
racism.”

Aid November: In Fresno, groups agam protested and
marched outside of the Fresno Police Station, calling for the
finng of Police Chief Dryer. Dunng the demonstration, an
off-duty officer pushed a child as he went from the street to
the sidewalk He was confronted by family members and
acted very aggressively. Despite his demal of being an
officer he was seen after the protest working out in the police
department gym. As the Fresno Brown Berets wrote on
mdybay_ org, “There have been 9 murders by police this year,
4 since Diyer took office. Every single one has been deemed
justified by Diver. He and s force consistently resist amy
calls for transparency or accountability. If Diyer was really
mterested m public safety (for all of Fresno, not yust the
wealthy and/or white) he would have nothing to lude. More
traming for the police or an Independent Police Auditor 1sn't
enough; Dyer's cormupt reign will never change. We as a
commumity must not be fooled by Dyer's thetonie. "

Mid November: In Modesto, members and supporters of the
Needle Exchange program, went into Mono Park, aka
“Herom Park.” m the Anport Disinct, where the project nsed
to operate and collect dirty needles that were littered
throughout the area. Since the project has been shut down by
the local Shenff's Department. needle users have few“a_vs
to safely dispose of dirty needles, and parks have once ﬂgmu
been fillmg up with dirty, possibly disease mfected synnges.
Members of the “0Off the Streets Project.” also went door to
door, passing out information and letimg those 1n the com-
mumty know where they could go to properly dispose of
syringes m an effort to clean up the local parks. Check out
therr blog at offthestreetsproject blogspot.com.

Mid November: In Modesto, people took over a park off of
Martin Luther King Blvd mn the West Side. People there put
up banners including one reading, “Community BBQ):
Feclamm the City!” Brmging out a generator, people bumped
hip hop and Michael Jackson while grilling up hot dogs and
chicken wings. Free reading matenial was made available and
people also did a clean up of the alleys around the parks,
picking up thrown away needles.

Mid November: In Turock, students held two small sit-ins
at the admumistration butlding at CSU Stanislans. agamst fee
hikes and faculty finngs.

Late November: In Davis and Fresno, students at UC Davis
and C5U Fresno enpaged in occupations and sit-ms at their
schools agamst fee hikes, budget cuts, and the finng of

faculty. In Davis, the action began when lndreds of
students gathered in and around Mrak Hall (the main
administration building) to protest a 32% hike mn tution
over the next year at all UC schools. This tmfion hike
brings student costs to over $10,000 a year. The bulding
was eveniually occupied by students, 32 of whoch were
arrested.

In Fresno, according to The Collegian Online,
“Students took over the Henry Madden Library at Cah-
forma State Umversity, Fresno on Friday mght to push
the adnmimistration to extend hibrary hours. Ninety-four
students, along with several staff and faculty members,
remamed inside of the hbrary after it closed at S pm
Emdentswhuwerepresemsmdﬂle} planned to stay
mside the library for 24 bours.” Many supporiing
students, comnmumty members, and faculty were also
outskde in order o try and stop the pohice from makmg
arrests and also to support those mside. At one point m
the might, after umversity officials locked the doors,
outsude to enter the bulding and allow supphes to be
grven out to the occuplers. Students at other schools
released statements of sohdanty with those m Fresno,
such as one that read, “We on the campuses that are
fighting back applaud CSU Fresno in their contnbutions
to the fight And we call on all campuses to jom ™

Davis students refurned to recccupy Mrak Hall
several days later. According to reports online: "There
can be no “discussion” with admimsirators once they
have already called in repressive forces to coerce and
mimmdate their mterlocutors. What happened at UCLA,
UCD, UCB, and UCSC between Nov. 18 —Nov. 22 will
not soon be forgotten: police deployments by the adnuin-
isiration effectively militanzed our campuses; students
and faculty were amrested en masse; a UCSC professor
fell from a second story patio and was camed from the
scene on a stretcher; students at UCLA were tazered: a
student at UC Davis was repeatedly slammed against the
hood of a car; stadents at UC Berkeley were beaten and
maimed by punitive niot cops. The mghistick, the taser,
the ot shield became an extension of the bureaucrabic
viclence of the admmmstration. All this because students
occupied buildmgs m order to refuse the pnvatization of
their umversinies, as do stodents m Europe for weeks,
without any pohice response whatsoever. The sequence of
events that unfolded last week—and the UC
admimstration’s accountabihty for the brutality that
ensued—is a fact that has consequences. We will
certainly continue to resist and to stmaggle collectively;
but we should not enter in dialogue with adoimstrators
who have proven themselves to have no respect whatso-



ever for our collective well-bemg, until they prove other-
wise by refusing to deploy police forces that have demon-
strated their mahce and meompetence. There are no “stu-
dents™ “faculty”™ “staff” any longer, among those who
mamfest themselves at Mrak.™

In Davis and Merced, workers also held pickets and
handed out mformation in relation to cuts and layoffs at
their respective UC schools.

Early December: Authonties are now searching for an
mmate who escaped from a Central Valley prison. State
Comrections Department pigs are now on the lockout for a
37-year-old man who went missing from the Taft Commm-
nity Comrectional Facility. Locked up on a non-violence
dmg charge, s earliest posable parcle date was November
2011. Go. go, go!

Early December: In Stockton, a man pulled over for a
traffic violation and doving with a suspended liscene,
attempted to ram his car mto the amrestmg officer. The man
then took off and was eventually beaten and amrested by
police. At least he got a few hicks m himself.

Early December: In Turlock, stodents at C5U Stamslaus,
workers, and people from the conmumty protested cutside
of CSU President Shirvani's mansion in an upscale neigh-
borhood. Here 15 a report back from somecne at the demon-
siration:

“On Saturday, December 5th. students, faculty, and
workers took to the streets of an upscale neighborhood in
Turlock California, located about 15 mimates south of
Modesto, to protest outside of the home of CSU President.
Dr. Shirvani. Shirvani makes around $350,000 a vear, and
recerves more m car and housmg allowances than many
professors make mn a year. Faculty at the university have
recently voted almost 90% m "No Confidence” of the
President. and student outrage agamst him 15 at an all fime
high

Faculty at C5U Stamislaus have faced job lay offs of
up to 20% and many staff workers have also been laid off
of have had their hours cut. For students, fees have nisen by
ten percent over the last couple of years every year, while
class room sizes have nsen and many classes have been
elinnnated . Shirvam has also oumght abohshed winter
term, which for many students means a loss of access to
certan classes that they need. This move was also opposed
by about 80% of the students, according to certain polls
taken

This action was the most confrontational and nmli-

tant yet by C5U Stamslaus students, as previous actions
have meluded small sit-1ns 10 early-mod November of the
admimstration building, which resulted in closed door
meetings between several students and the President.
Nothing came out of these meetmgs but Shirvam re
articulating that he will continme to make cufs and break
down the public umiversity system towards a more priva-
tized one. Flippmg the popular student slogan around.
Shirvam has stated, "Education 15 a privilege, not a
night "

As the recent article on the CFA (Califorma
Faculty Association) website stated
(hitp-/iTestmctunngesn wordpress.com), Shrvam 13
leadmg the forefront assault on education that seeks to
make 1t harder for workimg class students to go to college
and will push out vanous majors such as art and philoso-
phy, promoting mstead more onlne courses and bigger
class room sizes.

About 30 students protested outside of Shirvam’s
home for about an hour, and despite at the end thres
police cars showmng up to guard the house (one of them
being a CSU Police car - showing again that the unrver-
sity police are NOT NEUTRAL m this struggle). students
remained loud and resolved. More actions hke this and
comstant pressure are needed to stop the job lay offs of
faculty and staff the nsimg student fees, and the cuts to
classes and sernices for students. As many sudents stated
durmg Saturday. the time for working within the system
and writing letters 13 over. More than ever we need umity
between staff. faculty, and students, as we fight agamnst
our class enemies within the unrversity.

We have no faith in the student povemment They
are an arm of the admmstration. We have no farth m the
student leaders among the "movement™ whach seek to
pohice and direct us - we are not chaldren. we can orga-
nize ourselves. "Sociahist” student cops are soll cops. We



have no faith n asking politely for our enemies to change. We
will take, we will stnke. We will occupy. We will takeowver.™

Mid December: In Turlock, students and workers at C5U
Stamzlans walked out of classes (many of which were
canceled by the faculty) and held a rally of about 300 people
(accordmg to local media) in the Quad. Faculty and students
were vocally agamst the student govemment (which was
booed when they attempted to address the crowd), and
students also held a march and a short sit mn at the Presidents
office. Two texts about the actions are repninted-

Hundreds Rally at CSUS, Storm President's Office
by a student

Today we found power. We found it i ourselves, and
we found 1t m each other. We found 1t m cur collective self on
the quad of C5U Stamslaus. We found it again in MSR, when
the adnumistration hid behind the boys in blue rather than face
us. And we found it once more when we got m.

Today, around 200 students, faculty, and staff walked
out of therr classes around 11:00 AM and met i the quad at
CSU Stamislans. After an hour-long rally, filled with speeches
of discontent and enraging stories of the downward spiral of
our mmversity. 130 of us marched across campus to the Mary
Stuart Rogers building (the administration bmlding). Met with
police bamicades, we confinued on towards the mtersection of
Geer Road and Monte VistaUniversity Way (arguably the
busiest intersection in Turlock). After rallying there for fifteen
munutes, we refumed to the MSE building with 60 people to
sit down m President Shirvam's office on the third floor
around 1:00 PM. After another half an hour of discussion and
wall-shakmg chants, we left of our own accord.

Today was a victory. However, we are not without
regrets. Today's mumbers are unprecedented. This 1s Iikely the
largest show of power the people of Turlock have ever mam-
fested At a umiversity where normality consists not of radicals
and hippies, but of nursing sdents and teachers, with no
history of agitation or radical politics, we intermupted it, 1f only
boefly.

That said: today we did not fulfill our desires. Today's
action was nfe with infighting and attempts at hiberal remedia-
ton. Several mdividuals i particular showed up to the mitial
rally with the mtention of co-opiing the mass of students to
therr own goals of "speaking truth to power” and establishing a
dialog with the admimstration, in stark conirast to the wishes
of those assembled We fell short of our potential when we
reframed from stormung Shirvam's office the first po-around,
m fear of two police officers. We fell short when, at Geer and
Monte Vista, we reframed from taking the streets. agan for

fear of police mtervention And we fell short when we
allowed our energy o dram ouf m a matter of onmates
after reachmg Shirvam's office. Dinumished already.
with no support or resources to commence an occupa-
tion, and no direchion or energy to escalate, those of us
who remammed i MSE filed out mn the specter of what
could have happened today.

Baut mn that specter hies the possibahity for so
much more. We learned several lessons today. We
have the power to orgamze m significant mumbers
even on a CSU m the middle of the Central Valley. We
are not alone m our discontent: everyone on our
Ccampus, atuﬂlﬂﬂﬂls,mtheﬂommmt}rﬂu]kgm_
and the UCs, everyone 13 feelmg the effects of this
crisis, and everyone 15 angry. We have broad faculty
support. Even at CSU, we find ourzselves faced with
the leftist squanderers and student cops that our com-
rades at the UCs faced. It 15 a disservice to ourselves.
and our desires, to allow such elements to remain
within our ranks unannounced . Most importantly. we
learned that we have the power to create the condibions
m which we could act out our desires for our campus.
Until next time.

Sohdanty to SF State! Sohdanty to Wheeler
Hall! Sohdanty to all of our comrades who are resist-
mg at their campuses and workplaces across Califorma
and the world! We want to take a minmute and espe-
cially shout out to our comrades who came from MIC

today; towards the hiberation of not only umiversities,
but commumity colleges!

love,
a student from the valley




A note to fellow students and workers of C5U Stan-
islans
by Students and Warkers af the Central Valley

On December 9th, the smudents, staff and faculty of
C5U Stamislaus gathered m the quad to voice their gnev-
ances agaimnst an adonnistration that uses education as an
opportumty to profit at the expense of the stadents.
Throughout the course of the rally, attendees discussed the
President’s incompetence and affects the current wave of
fee lukes and class cuts have had on our hives. It canmot be
stressed enough that Shirvam and ns admimstrative staff
are not aciing m the mterests of students, teachers, and
workers. Where we see an opportumty to make something
out of ourselves, he sees an opportumty to increase the size
of lus wallet. And thas 13 an approach that 1s bemg mple-
mented more and more by those who control things. When
the level of privatization 1n our society mereases, the
quality and depth of our lives decrease. When we take the
time to look at the struciures that operate around us, it 18
apparent that those that are set up to create profit for people
hke Shirvam are expected to be paid for by us, students and
workers. They want us to pay for their crisis.

We should recopmze somethmg here: that umty
creates power. Becommg aware of our role m this struggle
15 vital to keep up the momentum that gets things done.
Coming together to act on our anger gives us a vehicle to
realize our collective desires. What we accomplished today
as an orgamzed force was something that 15 not expen-
enced by regular people m today's world: the creation of
our own power. It 1s important to understand that by acting,
and by acting with each other, even if we were present for
different reasons, we can take back control of our Irves.

With love and sobdanity,
-Some students and workers from the Central Valley

Early Janurary: In Modesto, a banner was dropped
over ghway 99 in support of those amrested for orga-
nizing a needle exchange program A post online read-
“Knisty & Bnan are scheduled to be in a Modesto court
this commg Feb. 1rst (@ 1:30 pm. A Rally is scheduled
for noon. A judge will determune that day whether a
"Medical Defense Necessity” will be used for ther
defense. March 1rst they start Tnal! Off the Streets
Project was spawned out of this repression It's a synnge
& safe disposal clean-up crew of mdrnduals. Recently
60 synnges were cleaned up m the Amrport Distrct
around Mono Park where Modesto Needle Exchange
ran it's unauthonzed & self-orgamzed exchange back m
Apnl 2009, before 1t was shut down. The followmg
Monday at court, a 3 year stay away order was 1ssued fo
both defendants, 3 years probation, & one defendant. 30
days m county jail. Sound fishy? Hmmmm _ In the
meantime. up to this pomt, the Harm Beduction Coali-
tion {Oakland CA.) has been on board, hiterally letters
from all over the world came 1n supporimg droppmg the
charges agamst the two, court after court appearance
were made, & an alhance of loyal supporters have
jemned Knsty & Brian m support. Stand with them Feb.



Fresno Police Make the Streets Run Red With Blood:
Fresno Police officers shot and killed Jobn Cooper in north-
west Fresno. According to Fresno Police Chiuef Jerry Diyer,
Cooper called 911 and said he would "shoot the first cop I
see.” Dhyer said the man called the police a second time and
said he wanted to kill himself Officers ammved at Marks and
Santa Ana Avenues at a httle after 10 am. They saw Cooper,
who had what appeared to be a gun pomnted to his head,
according to Dyer. Dryer said Cooper pomted what turmed out
to be a toy gun at the officers and they opened fire.

Also killed by the Fresno police recently was 32 year
old Steven Vargas of Fresno. Vargas was mvolved m a car
accident on McKimley avenue in central Fresno. An officer
armived on the scene and ordered Vargas out of his car. When
he refused, the officer, whose name the FPD will not release,
opened fire kalling Vargas. No weapon was found m either
incident.

On September 23, yet another person was killed by
the FPD, Lonme Graham, who was shot to death by Fresno
police officers when he stepped out of a house with a cell
phone m ns hand The officers mvelved said they feared for
therr lives. Graham was found to be unarmed At a press
conference after that shooting, Dhyer said Graham was a gang
member, that someone might have seen him armed recently,
and that he had an extensive cnnunal record. The police are

“Cause it's time to make the payback fat
To my brothers on the block better stay

strapped
And accept no substitutes

I bring truth to the youth tear the roof off

the whole school
Oh no, I won't turn the other cheek

In case va can't see us while we burn the

other week
Now we got him in a smash, blast

How long will it last 'til the po’ gettin mo'

cash
Until then, raise up!”

-2pac, Holla If Ya Hear Me

an out of control gang that can mrder and kall at wall
Attempts to dialog wath the police are pomtless; themr
power must be met head on and confronted

More Surveillance Cameras in Merced: While people
m the valley are laid off from their jobs and more and
miore people are evicted, t he city of Merced 15 m the
final stages of mstalling a $93 000, eight-camera video
survelllance system in the downtown The system wall be
part of a wider net of cameras monitored by the Merced
Police Department, which will mclude video surveallance
at three Merced high schools as well as busmesses that
want to be part of the system_ say city officials and the
Police Department. "Think of the cameras as an extra
police officer who's available to watch over particular
locations.” city spokesman Mike Conway sad. Merced 1=
not the only valley city monrtoring 1ts downtown,
Modesto, Manteca, Ripon, Livingston, and Fresno all
also have extensive surveillance camera systems. The
Merced City Council voted unanimously for the cameras
m June. Studies in Ewrope and the US show that cameras
do next to nothing to curb cnme, and help the police and
city governments rake in the money from fines and
tickets. Out mto the streets - with slingshots, bb guns.
rocks, and shingshots! Stab out the eyes of the nch and
their police!



Modesto Police Prepare for Recession Time Bebellion:
Thas fall Modesto police revived traming in crowd control
techmques from the Depariment of Homeland Secunty.
While the framming scenanos were based around contamimg
protests of ammal nghis activists and students (which 13
mteresting miven the recent wave of smdent upnsmgs and
occupations), it 15 clear that such skills will be put mto
practice against the broader populatton. In the recent tram-
mg, forty-five law enforcement officials participated, with
about 15 from the Modesto Police Department. Mayor
Fadenour said they plan to arrange another trammng that will
give advanced techmgues on handling large protests. As the
economuc and ecologieal cnsis gets worse, and the need for
direct and nulitant achon becomes greater, are we gomg to
allow the police to out maneuver us?

Merced Police Taser Man in Wheelchair: A 40 year old
black man in a wheel chair, Gregory Wilhams, a double-leg
amputee, spent six days m jail on suspicion of domestic
violence and resisting arrest, although the Merced County
Dhsinct Attorney's Office hasn't filed charges m the case. He
was also attacked by (the two amresting white) police officers
with a taser dunng his arrest. Wilhams states that he was
violently manhandled and tasered by police, even though he
clamms he was never physically aggressive toward the
officers or resisted arrest. After lns amrest, Wilhams says he
was publicly hunmliated after lns pants fell down during the
mecident. The officers allegedly left im cutdoors in broad
daylight, handeuffed on the pavement, mude below the waist.
A handful of residents who live in Williams' apartment
complex clamm they witnessed the incident and support
Williams' charges.

We ilo I't Ila'i?o

Kettleman City Residents Continue to Battle, Racism,
the Cops, and Elites: As we reported m the last 1ssoe of
Modesto Anarcho, residents of the largely Latino town of
Kettleman City are battlmg a hazardous waste facihity.
Smce 2007, 20 children have been bom m the town, five
of them with birth defects. Ot of these five, three have
died, all were bom with oral defornmties known as clefis.
The hazardous waste facility 15 the largest landfill of 1=
kind west of Lomisiana, and the only facility m Califorma
licensed to accept carcmogenic PCBs. Residents of the
town opposed the compames plans for expansion, and are
calling for an open mvestigation mto the plant Moves by
residents at city council meetings to call for such mea-
sures have been met with repression from the police, wath
local cops keeping residents from chanfing and marchmg
The police are the guards of the nch. Workmg and poor
people: brown, whate, black, red, yellow, and everything
else, mmst stand 1n sohdanty with those m Kettleman
hitp/'www _greenaction org/.

Taser International Advises Police to Not Aim at
Chest: Taser Infernational the company that atms pohice
departments around the United States, 15 now advismg
police to not "aim at the chest.” becanse the blast from
the weapon could cause cardiac amrest that could be fatal
Taser weapons m the hands of the police have lead to the
deaths of more than 130 people in the U_S. m recent
years, including many in the Central Valley. For more
nformation on the nse of tasers at the hands of the
police, read "Of Tasers and Torture,” in Modesio Anar-
cho #1.
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On Sept. 24th, thousands of students, faculty, and
staft walked out of University of Caffomia campuses
acroas the state. The walk-outs and one-day strike wers
calied by a wide coalition of UIC unions and actiist groups
a3 a largely symboic protest against the budgst cuts, fee
nikes, and finngs associated with the state budget crizia. At
two campuses, however, in Santa Crnuz and Berkeley,
some people then walked back i and began to initiate
occupatons. Administrators and activists alike wers
stiunned that the logic of symbolic protest had been aban-
doned for concrete, insumectionary activity. Oocupation, a
tactic which is mostly unfamiliar in the LS., is wideby
peneralized in many social sinuggles throughout the world,
and points towards new dimensions of struggle and
autochomous onganization that are likely to prove particulary
vital as the economic ofisis continues and despens.

WHAT IS AN OCCUPATION?

An occcupation is when people start taking over
things that belong to rich people; it is a break in capitaist
reality that occurs when people directly take contref of &
space. [his suspends its nomal function and creates a
aie of struggle and a weapon for autohomous power.
Occupstions are @ commen part of student struggles in
France, where for example in 2006 a massive vouth move-

ment against the CPE (@ new law that would allow
employers to fire first-iime workers who had been
employed for up to 2 years without cause) ocoupied
high schools and uniersites and blockaded tranat
routes. [h 18383, the MNational Autcnomous University of
Mexico City was occupied for close to a year to prevent
tuition from being charged. Both of these struggles
were succesaid. n Greece and Chile, long and deter-
mined student struggles have tumed campusss info
cop-free zones, which has in fum led to theiruse as
wital organizing spaces for social movement moling
other groupa Ee undocumentad migrants and indig-
encus people.

Occupations have not been seen much in the
U.S. since the 189708 uniil 2008 when workers at the
Republic Windows and Doora Factory n Chicago
occupied the building and won back pay from the bank
that foreclosed the factory. In following months, univer-
aity students in Mew York City staged several occupa-
tiona in resistance to the corporatization of their
achocis. it waa this actiity which nspired the students
in Santa Cruz and Berkeley

WHAT IS THE CRISIS?



Students at UCs, CS5Us, and Community
Colleges are facing a 32-33% fee hike which their
governing bodies ratified on November 17. 50,000
students were turned away from community col-
leges this year, and as many will be turned away
from CSUs starting next year. The hikes, cuts and
firings affecting public education (among other
services) throughout this state (among other
places) are described as austerity measures in
response to the global economic crisis. Like the
recession, those in power who are making these
decisions would like us to believe they are tempo-
rary.

But it seems some of us have learmed a little
too well. it tums out that global capital has been in
decline for about 30 years, and has only been kept
aloft by various financial bubbles - the Savings &
Loans bubble in the 80s, the dot-com bubble in the
90s, and more recently the housing market bubble
which burst in 2008. This has led to the mass
foreclosures throughout California as well as food

riots throughout many of the poorer countries in
the world.

We are going to school to avoid having to
engage in menial labor for the rest of our lives, but
this long collapse means the jobs simply won't be
there. Most of us are working shit jobs already,
sometimes alongside people with degrees. In the
meantime, student loan volume has skyrocketed
800% since the early 80s. College is now just a
place where we'll get npped off one last time on
our way to be durnped out of the system as debt-
laden, unemployed nobodies. Out of a workforce
of 20 million in California, 2 million are now unem-
ployed and 1.5 million underemployed. Each year,
it seems, capitalism needs fewer and fewer of us
as workers (except for cops to keep the rest of us
in line). We could well be heading into another
Great Depression where we will have to band
together to aquat, loot, and organize our own
communities just to survive.

Crizes are often times when reactionary
forces take hold, capitalizing on people's anxiety
and desires to get back to "the way things were."”
This will very likely not be poasible this time. This
is why activist approaches geared towards return-
ing things to normal and negotiating with the state
mis3s the point entirely. We have a chance, if we
use it wisely, to steer this crisis away from the
reactionary option and towards a decisive break

with the nightmare reign of capitalism which
renders us nothing but its disposable append-
ages.

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON CALIFORNIA CAM-
PUSES?

The occcupation of UC Berkeley on Sept
24th failed due to the intervention of reformist
student activists, but the occupation of the Grad
Student Commons at UC Santa Cruz went off
successfully. Seizing control of this building on
the campus's central plaza, occupiers hung
banners that urged "TAKE OVER CAMPUS,
TAKE OVER THE CITY, END CAPITAL! and read
a statement entitled "Occupy California®. This
explained that the occupation was a tactic to
directly open space for the development of
student and worker power, not a ploy to bargain
with administrators. The discourse of the activist
is dead for us. We know there is no funding and
these assholes couldn't help us even if they did
see us as anything besides numbers.

Over the next 6 days, the space was used
to host meetings about how to broaden and
escalate the struggle, as well as to throw several
raging dance parties in the plaza. There was also
an attempt to raid the campus bookstore en
masse which was thwarted by cops. Eventually
the occupation was dissolved as the deadline of
a threatened police action approached, so that
the momentum could be kept up and transferred
to new projects rather than everyone getting
arrested for no reason. The GSC was a bold step
forward in an experimental process. One thing
we learned was that at this stage, authorities are
very reluctant to create confrontations: they
know they look bad enough already. A tremen-
dous amount of enthusiasm was focalized
through the space, but unfortunately, the occu-
piers of the GSC had not planned to be able to
hold the building for so long and had to
scramble to assemble plans to spread radical
activity. We learned that people will come out of
the woodwork if they are excited about what's
going on, but also that the occupation has to
grow and ramify or it's nothing.

In the weeks since then, a number of
sit-ins and soft (not bamicaded) occupations of
space have occurred at UC Berkeley, CSU Ful-
lerton, and CSU Fresno. Another building at



UCSC, this time including the office of a dean who
cut many programs and fired a bunch of people,
was occupied briefly. Participants in the UCSC
occupations traveled to several campuses in
southern California recently and a UC-wide gen-
eral assembly was held in Berkeley. Many folks
have been inspired by the actions taken in Santa
Cruz and there is a lot of talking and planning
going on right now.

Some of the main obstacles the emerging
student movement is facing are how to connect
with non-student workers on campus, with people
at other kinds of schools and with society as a
whole. Another big issue is how to avoid being
recuperated and co-opted by administrators and
activists. One of the sit-ins, at a library at UC
Berkeley, was seized on by the administration as
an excuse to privatize library hours while showing
how they are really listening to the students. At the
second UCSC occupation, a Marxist professor

comvinced many people to dismantle barricades : x
and go home early. It's hoped by some that the homes, BART stations. This means we will break

in cti snuch will heie e vetore of with capitalist time to inaugurate OUR time. We
deepening, not neutralizing the contradictions we have begun.
are currently experiencing.

As it states in the "Occupy California®
commumnique, “This crisis is general and the
revolt must be generalized... We call on the
people of California to occupy and escalate.”
This means schools, workplaces, foreclosed

WHAT'S NEXT?

Starting on November 18th, there were
massive occupations, protests, strikes, and
marches across the state at C5Us and UCs. In
places such as Berkeley and Santa Cruz, buildings
were occupied and bamricades were formed to
keep the police out. Now, unions and student
groups have announced they are planning to hold
actions across the state on March 4th to protest
the current crisis. While geared to this temporality,
the calls to action are not being framed around any
deluded hopes for a return to a normalcy that was
never good enough to begin with, and is certainly
not coming back anyway.

We are under no illusions that we are 'lead-
ing' a struggle, only that we are situated uniquely
to confront the crisis as youth recognizing that we
simply have no future in capitalism. We can only
begin where we are. If we begin, it opens space for
other people (like non-student staff) to also begin
taking charge of their own lives. If we act in con-
cert, we can collectively dissolve the academy
along with the alienating and exploitative society
that it serves.




In mi-d—Eﬂl]El, Modesto Anarcho Crew became
aware of the decision of the California Valley
Miwok Tribe (CVMT) to occupy their foreclosed
home in Stockton, located in the Californian Cen-
tral Valley about 20 north of Modesto. We con-
tacted them the same day and the next day three of
us drove out to meet them. We found their house to

hawve its gates welded shut, guard dogs on patrol,
and those inside the house firmly situated inside.
Although we couldn't get onto the property due to
the occupation, we talked to a tribal member about
their struggle and offered some food and copies of
our magazine. We traded emails and soon after this
interview was conducted.

MA: Many people do not know the histony of the Native
peoples in the Central Valley, can you tell us a litle about
the history of the Mawoks?

CVNT: Previous to Ranchenias being created in Califomia,
the Miwolk People's femitony coversd ten [10) counties.
MNow cur Tribe is fighting to retain its Tribal Property that
consists of one and one half (1 ¥2) acres, located in
Morada) Stockion, Calfomia

MA: How does your tribe use the house that is located in
Stockton?

CVMT: The Tribal Property at 10601 Escondido PL
Stockton, Calfomia 85212 has a multi-purpose func-
tion. Since our fibe i3 a landleas ribe, the piece of
property, including the buillding, is considered to the
Tribe to be itz reservation, and = ullized as such. Untl
auch time as the tribe i3 able to acouire a langer tract of
land for the benefit of future tibal members [the house
iz al we have]. The Tribe conducts official Tribal ‘gov-
emmental’ business, day-to-day office duties, Tribal
Programs, Tribal Mestings, and a porion of the building
i3 used for housing.

Ma: What brought your house to foreclosure?

CVINMT: Cur PL-93 638 Mature Status Contract [BLA)
has besn Segally withheld for two years and owr indian
Gaming Bevernwe Sharing Truat Fund (RSTF) monies
have been illegally stopped. Since the end of 2005
Without ary funds coming in, the Trbe had no way o
pay its mortgage on the only piece of property, the
place the Tribe calls “home”. Please ses cwr DOT US
website for further info:

http:favvew califomiavalleymiwoks us

Ma: Why did pecple phyeically cocupy vour houss?
How did you go about making sure that people were
not going to be able to easily get nto the house?



CWMT: The Tribe decided to stand its ground when it was
threatened with evicion. We had no choice, where were
we supposed to go”? Ouwr monies have been illegaly with-
neld for no good resson, ouwr jobs lost, our medical bensfits
kost with our jobs, we fribal membera have besn using own
personal money to keep the Tribe going, to keep the USDA
Food Program open for the people in need to stll be able
to pet their monthly Etions of food. We had o make our
point chear that we were no longer going to be pushed out
and forgotten like yvesterday's trashl! We are human beings.
Ve are not just names and’ or numbers on a piece of
paper. We nesged the Department of the Interor Bureau of
dian Affairs i Washington, DC to take notice of what was
being alowed to happen to our Tribe. We were pushed ina
comer and had no cther choice but to go into surial
mode and stand cuwr ground. The Trbe went into a vote
and decided to go into lockdown and baricade itself in until
the Dept. of the Interior would be forced o take notice of
our devastating situstion and agree o sit down at the table
with us fo resche our immediate problem that had been
ignored wp uniil we decided to stand our ground.

| can't answer the second part of your guestion because
our crisis isn't over yet. VWe are still negotiating.

MA: How have the siate and their police responded to your
aimuation? How have other pecople and/ or institutions tried
to hinder your efforis?

CWNIT: Well, the state still hasn't released the Tribe's
money. | would say that the sad part to this dilemma s
sesing some of the people believing the negative stuff that
had besn going out on blogs. it hurts our hearts to see
pecple say such cruel things when they don't know the
whole fruth behind the situation. We are confident that the
truth wil prevaill and so we don't follow the blogs. Alhough
we do want to thank those who stood by us and atill stand
with us today. ..

MA: In what ways have other Tribes and
communities/groups offered you support”

CWMIT: We are thanlkh for the intemet radio tallk shows | tv
niosts, \eteran Affairs, some pocket members of the Ameri-
can Indian Moverment (AIM), legal services, individual con-
cemed citizens (Indians and non-indian peoples), univers:-
tes, special nterest groups, Canadian ihdians, doctors,
Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians, Calaveras County
Mountain Meevul, Historical Shingle Springs Miwok Indians,
Muodesto Anarcho, (Ghost Machine Group, United MNative
Amencans Ihc., WPRW Nightwolf, Onnatveground.
Fecently, Chairperson Burey did a presentation at the
Consumnes Hiver Colege in Sacramento in which they

have asked how they can help show their support for
the Trbe. Alsa, UC San Diego has passed a resclution
in suppart of the Califomia \Valley Mavwok Tribe and they
hawve continued to be stong advocates o help our tibe
get justice,

A Anything you would e to add?

CVMT: We ("The Tribe"} are asking for help from the
General Public. Please help our fribe sundve. Help us
protect not onby our histony/culture but the native history
that is a big part of Calfomia and the United Siates. For
more information, please visit our website at

http/fwww.californiavalleymiwoktribe.us/




The United States’ most populous state, Califormia is
the world's eighth largest economy. The state has some of
the planet's most productive farmland and m the 1990s
enjoyed an extensive real-estate boom. But intensive, mdus-
irrafrsed agniculiure has polluted much of the environment
and now, with movre foreclosed homes than anywhere else in
the world, it is also home to & growing number of tent cifies.
Gifford Hartman takes us on a road inp throusgh California’s
Central Valley to witness the toxicity of: morfgages and
ecosystems, houses, drugs and human relations.

SHANTYTOWN USA

I Califomia tovic capitalist social relations demaon-
strated their il matonality in May 2008 when banks
buldozed brand-new, but unacid, Mchdansions in the
eswrbs of Southem Califormia.

Acroas the United States an eviction cccours every
13 seconds and there are at the moment at least fve
empty homes for every homeless person. The newly
homeless are finding beds unavailable as shelters are
siretched wel beyond capacity. St John's Shelter for
Women and Children in Sacramento regularty tums away
250 people a night Many of theae people end up in the
burgeoning tent cities that are often located in the same
places a3 the 'Hoovenilles’ — similar struchures, named

gfter then President Herbert Hoowver — of the Great Depres-

sion of the 1930s.

The tent city in Sacramento, Califomia’s state
capital, was s=t up on land that had previoushy beena
parbage dump. It became intemationaly known when

news media from Gemmary, the UK, Switzerland and
elsanhere covered it. | was featured in the French
magazrne Paris Match and on The Oprah Winfrey Show
in the US. Of course this publicity necessitated that
Amold Schwarzenegger, Calfomia's govemor, and Kevin
Johnson, mayor of Sacramento, shut it down. When we
vigited in March 2008 to investigate, we met Govemnor
Schwarzenegger and Mayor Johnson there by chance.
Johnaon fold us the tent city would be evacuated,
saying, ‘They can't stay here, this land is toac.”

Almost half the pecple we spoke with had wuntl
recentty been working in the building frades. When the
housing boom collapsed they simply could not find worlc
Some homeleas people chooae to ve outside fora
varety of reasons, including not being allowed o Bke
pets into homeless shefters or to fresly drink and uss
substances. But most of the et city dwelers desper-
atehy wanted to be working and wanted to be housed. In
many places pecple creating tent encampments are met
with hostility, and are blamed for thesr own condifion.
Mew Yok City, with a reputation for infolerance towards
the homeleas, recentty shut down a tent ity in East
Harlern. Homeowners near a tent city of 200 in Tampa,
Florida onganised fo close it down, saying it would
‘devalue’ their homes. In Seatile, police have removed
several tent citiea, each named Mickelzwlle’ after the
Mayor who ordered the evictions.

Yet in some places, e Nashville, Tennessse,
tent cities are tolerated by local police and politicians.
Church groups are even allowed to build showers and
provide senvices. Other cities that have alowed these



encampments are: Champaign, llinois; St Petersburg,
Flondz; Lacey, Washington; Chattanooga, Tennessee;
Reno, Nevada; Columbus, Ohio; Portland, Cregon.
Ventura, Calfomia recently changed its laws to allow the
homeless to sleep in cars and nearby Santa Barbara has
made similar allowances. b San Diego, Calfomia a tent
city appears svery night in front of the main public lorany
dowaitown.

Califomia ssems to be where most new tert cities
are appearing, athough many are covert and try to avoid
detection. One that attracted overflowing crowds is in the
Los Angeles exurb of Ontano. The region is called the
‘Inlzand Empire’ and had been booming until recently; it's
been hit exdremely hard by the wave of foreckosures and
mass layofts. Ontano s a city of 175,000 residents, so
when the homeless population in the tent city exploded
past 400, a residency requirement was created. Only
those bom or recently residing in Ontaric could stay. The
city provides guards and basic services for those who
can legally Ive thens.

TOXIC TOUR ALONG HIGHWAY 99

California’'s Central Valley is 720km long and 80km
wige, sitting between the Siema Nevada and Coast
Range mountains. s two main rmvers are the Sacramento
and the San-Joaguin, which run through the northem and
southem parts, giving their names to the valley's two
sections. The two rmaers join in 2 massive delta that flows
into the San Francisco Bay. It 5 the most productive
agncultural region in the world whene, since the 1970s,
developers have been paving over fertile soil to build
massive tract-style suburban and exurban housing.

For years, the monocutiual practices of highty
ceniralised agribusiness have besn poliuting ecosystems
with & toeacity that spreads emdronmental damage
beyond the region. More recentty, the morgages financ-
g the new homes have becoms the toxic aasets poliut-
ing social relations. in the midst of the world's richest
farmiands, the Central Valley probably has more fore-
ciosed homes than amywhere else i the world. Histon-
cally, some parts of the Vaiey have had the lowest wages
n the US and some of the highest rates of unemploy-
ment cutside the Midwestem 'Bust Belt " The Valley
competes with the Leas Angeles basn for the worst ar
quakty in the US. According to the Brwironmental Protec-
tion Agency, the town of Arvin — immortalised in John
Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath for the govemment-funded
migrant workers camp called "Weedpatch' — has the
dirtiest air in the country.

Interstate 80 is the second-longest highway n
the United States, traversing the country from San
Francisco in Calfomia’s Bay Area to the subwrbs of
Mew York City. Driving east along Interatate 80 from the
Bay Area, chaotic, unplanned suburban sprawd has
replaced fammland for neary all of the 140m o Sacra-
mento. There are a few breaks when the teman s iy
and a few crop fields have surwsed, but othensase all
wou see are longs strips of suburbanity: shopping
malls, endless rows of tract homes, automobile and
recreational boat dealerships [maryy now just empty
lots), office parks and billboards. Running south of
Sacramento, through the heart of the Central Valley, 5
Highway 99. For decades the towns and cifies of the
Central Valley have besn amongst the fastest growing
in the US, and as you drive along the highvway you
pass through & these places that untl recently had all
the garish optimiam of boom towns.

The first big city you reach after Sacamenio s
Stockton, home to a desp-water asa port that con-
nects major rivers with the San Joaouin Delta, the Bay
and trana-Pacific frade. In the sarier years of the
decade, Stockton was at the centre of the speculative
housing bubble_ In 2008 it had the highest rate of
foreclosures in the country. It also has one of the
highest unemployment rates and Forbes magazine
recentty rated it the 'most miserable oty nthe US'

Further south thers is more of the same Amen-
can consumer culiure: shopping malls sumounded by
massive parking lots and a huge Christian hagh school
in the town of Bipon. In places milnad tecka and
changing yarda run alongside 29, but many of the =l
grain silos and food proceasing facildies have been
abandoned.

The next big city i3 Modesto — the number one
city in the S for car thefts and number five on Forbes’
‘most miserable’ list. Here the fertile famiand has been
concreted over to build “affordable” housing for com-
muters, some of whom endure a two-hour each-way
drive to the Bay Area

Continuing scuth through Memed — with the
second highest 'official’ unemployment rete of any US
city — there's yet more malls and chain stores, but also
reménders of the agnculural industn: a few orchards
and Ivestock pens along the highway, as wel as
dealers in tractors and other farm machineny. You can
also see the plentiful imigation canals that move water
from the wet north to the Valley's dry southem end.
What iz striking is how much of the ndustnal and



agncultural nfrastructure appears to be rusting away.
Many plants display huge For Sale’ signs.

Two hundred and seventy kilometres south of
Sacramento, yvou reach Fresno, Califiomia’s fifth langest
city, with a populstion of half a milicn. Fresno is the hub
of the San Joaguin portion of the valley and it always
s=ems to be in a haze of brown smog, especialty during
the stfingly hot summer montha. | s the "asthma capital
of Calfomia,” a result not only of vehicle and ndustrial
pollution, but alsc the airbome pesticides and other toxic
chemicals usad in agriculture. Fresno County is the most
preductive and profitable agrcuftural county inthe US.
Ut recently it was also home to three large downitown
tent ciies, as well as other smaller encampments scat-

tered throughout the city and along the highways.

The first tent city, on Union Pacific reilrcad prop-
erty, was evicted in July 20028, kwas literally toxc: sludge
was discovered oczing out of holes in the gound in the
summer of 2008, possibly due to the site’s previous use
for vehicle repair, TMew Jack Cihy" — after the 1997 film
gbout vickent crack-dealing urban gangs — eamed its
name because two murders have aready cccumred there.
The third tent city is more like a shantyiown because
many of the living spaces are built with scavenged wood.
it = called Taco Flats' or 'Little Tijuana' because of its
mary Latno residents. These are mosthy migrant agricud-
tural labourers, unemployed because of the economic
crizis and because a three-year drought has seversly
reduced the number of crops being planted.

Farm work has always been seasonal and
unztable, and it has reled on migrant labour since the
Gold Bush of 1849, Right now 2% of agricuftural worik-
ers are mmigrants. Chinese workers — often dercgatornty
refemed to as ‘Coolies’ — were brought in to build the
raiircads. Once the transcontinental milroad was com-
pleted n 1888, they worked i maning unil racism and
declining yields drove them off. Many ended up labournng
in the fields until the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882,
which prevented further immigration, and also resulted in
may Chinese being driven out of rural areas and into
urban ghettos. Growers then tumed to Japaneses, FHipino,
Ammenian, fafan and Poruguese immigrants, as well as
Sikdhs from the Punjab region and beyond. During the
Great Depression of the 1830s they employed 'Okie’ and
‘Arige’ refugees from the Dust Bowd — native-bom white
migrants, mosthy former sharecropper or tenant fammers
from Okdahoma and Afdansas. Mexcan immigrants have
glso been used for this work and they, along with Central
Amencans, have become the ovensvhelming majorty of
agricultural workers today.

ONE BIG UNION

Fresno also has a history of strupgle. it's where
the Industrial Workers of the Word (W or “Wobblies)
waged a succeasful si-month Free Speech Fghtin
1210-11. The battle attracted ssveral hundred Wobbliss
and other migratony workers from up and down the Weat
Coast to support the right to onganiae on public sireets
and to 'soapbow.” The guiding force was WW organiser
Frank Litte, who amived from a free speech fight in the
who was half-indian, was hnched in Butte, Montana in
1917, whilst helping organise a copper workers' siike
and anguing that waorking men should refuse to fight a
World War on behalf of ther cppreascors.) At the time,
Fresno called itseff the "Raisin Capital of the Word and at
the end of each summer, 5,000 Japanese workers and
another 3,000 hobos would armve in Freano for the grape
harvest. Much Be the tent cies today, workers camped
out dowrttown and looked for work in what was known
as the "slave market” The Japanese were often very
united and willing to strike for higher wages and better
conditions. Knowing that the MW tried to omganise all
workers, regardiess of race, nabonality, ethnicity, gender
or sector, the local elites were temified that the Japaness
might align themsebies with the WW. They resoried fo
violent harassment and mass amests of MWW scapbox
orators, frequentty using viglantes. The struggle contin-
wed in the courtroom where the Wobbies took up as
much time a3 possile, sesking to make their tnials
paoliical and agitating for class strupgle. This fight for fres
speech was victorious, atthough s main effect was
Fresno's poliical leaders and local farm owners becom-
ing rmore tolerant of the conaenative Amencan Federation
of Labor (AFL) and its attempts to crganise famn workers.

The next rmajor WW confrontation took place in
1813, in the Sacramenio Valey's hop-growing region.
The Durst Hop Ranch in Wheatland adgverfized n news-
papers throughout Caifomia the need for 2, 700 workers.
In fact they needed only 1,500. The intention was to
create a surplus of workers to push down wages. The
advertisements eventually drew 2 800 workers of 24
ethnicities, speaking two-dozen languages. itwas
extremely hot, there was no clean water and thers were
cnily nime outdoor toilets. People had fo slesp in the fields
it they did not want to pay Durst for a tent and, without
clean drinking water, the only alemative was paying
Durat's cousin five cents for lemonade. Stores intown
were forbidden to come to the ench to sl to the work-
ers, forcing them to buy suppiies at Durst’'s ocwn store.
With o garbage removal or sanitabion, many workers
became aick. Durst withheld 10% of wages unfil the end



of the harwest, hoping that the filthy conditions would drive
mary fo leave without colecting them.

A hundr=d or so of the men had some connection
1o the MW and they quickdy called a mesting, more to
discuss the deplorable ving conditions than the pitihud
wages. About 2,000 people gathered to hear the Wobbhy
crganisers speak, but the meeting was broken up by the
ahent and his men. Four pecple were killed in the resulting
not, two workers and two from the sherff's posss. Meat of
workers fied the Durst Ranch and scattered. A reign of
temor then began. All over Califomia radicals were targeted
n the hunt for the Wobbles judged responsible for inciting
the not. But the state’s investigation of the unhealthny
conditions at the ranch that folloaed led to new laws to
mprowve the living conditions of agricultural workers.

Even so, fitty vears later amaest nothing had
changed conceming the creation of a ‘reserve ammy of
Ebour,” or the use of racism to keep workers dhided and
weak The appaling condiions under which workers
contmued to labouwr, 23 many still do today, encouraged
Cesar Chavez to lead a fam worker organising drive in
Delano in the San Joaguin Valley in the 1880s. It resulted
n the formation of the United Fam Workera unicn.

GOLD, GREEN GOLD, BLACK GOLD:
CALIFORNIA'S CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT

Zold was discovered in Calfomia in 1848. The
Central Valley grew with the rest of the state as capitalism
appeared seemingly out of nowhere, practically cvemight.
Califomia gold enabled the world economy to recover
during the age of revolution in Burcpe and it fired the mpid
wrban indusinal espansion acroas the United States. The
=an Francisco Bay Area became one of the most dynamic
regions of capitalist accumulation in the late 19th Century,

a role that the area of Southem Calfomia around Los
Angeles continued to play throughout the 20th,
California's later expansion was based on 'gresn and
black gold': agricultural commodities and cil. From the
earty 20th Century, several counties in Cafomia began
to kead the US in the production of both.

Agriculiure ia much like any other form of capital-
ist production. With increasing mechanisafion, the
concentration of capital and centralisation of producton
{and now with the use of genetically modified crops),
higher vields can be achieved with fewer workers, who
lsbour on a smaller number of lamer famms. Calfomia’s
Central Valley was the first region in the US to develop
this systern of industrial agnculture on a mass scale:
agrbusiness. As capital ightened s contel of am
work — in a move from its formal” to real’ domination
over [abour — the resuliing highly productive agricultural
sector was able to take advantage of advances n
transportation to 32 its products on the world market.
Thiz in tum threw weaker producers into cnsis. In
Burope, millons of peasants were driven of the land,
and mary were forced o emigrate to places ke the
US. Globally, cheaper food meant workers could fesd
themaehes and their families more cheapty, alowing
wages to fall, even as worlang class hing stendards —in
SOIME Courines — rose.

The novel The Octopus: A Calfomia Stony, by
Frank Momis, paints a vivid picture of this process of the
proletananisation of the Central Valley's agnoultural
labour force in the 1880s. A generation later, John
Stenbeck deacribed the completion of the process in
The Grapes of Wrath, as ntemal migrants — the dust
bowl refugees — trekiked from Okdahoma to the Ceantral
Valley dunng the Great Depression ssskang wore This
agrbuaineas syatem of market-driven, centralised
production resutted in the viclent and brutal industnial
exploitation of agricultural workers. These conditions ae
gtill apparent today, as an ammy of mostly Mesican and
Central Amencan farm and ranch workers roam
throughout Califomia toiling for low wages and under
egually precarious conditions.

The main difference is that the nmcreasing
reliance on petrochemicals n agnoulture exposes fam
workers to a wider variety of deadly toxins. Water has
become a commodity critical for Califormia’s develop-
ment. Most rain fals in the state’s northem part, but
B80% of the agricultural and urban demand is in the
aouth. An encemous, now creaking infrestructure of
moves water from sea level in the north to an elevation



of 150m in the south, allowing vegetables, fruit and nuts to
be grown in the San Joaguin Valley. But Calfomia's devel-
opment has ahways been rooted in an ideoclogy of endless
growvih and the idea that soil B real estate. From the
1980=s onwards, water distribuiion across the state has
become more deregulated, whitst influence over the
bursaucracies managng water has shifted fromn agribusi-
n=ss to property developers. As farmiand has been paved
over, water once used o mgate crops has become
avalable to property develcpments as far afeld as Oangs
County in southem Califomia, Las Vegas in Mevada and
Phoentc, more than 1,000km away, in Arizona’s rapidly
developing sunbelt. Water, freed from its obligations to
Central Valley agribusiness, was part of the fuel that fired
the massive housing boom throughout Califomia and the
south-westem US. But as demand for water cutstripped
supply, the condiicns for future droughts were created.

At the same time as much faméand has made way
for develcoment, other farms and ranches have cen-
frali=ed and concentrated even more as they have shifted
1o a namower range of more lucrative cash crops and
Fvestock production. Between 1996 and 2006, dairy
production increased by T2% and almond acreage by
127%. An amazing B0% of the world's almond crop
comes from 250,000 hectares of orchards in the Cenfral
Valley. This form of monoculture has its toxic effects. There
are simply not encugh bees in the Valley to pollinate &l the
aimond trees, so over 40 hillion of them are browght in for
the three wesks the frees are in bloom in Februany: some
are trucked all the way along Interstate 80 from Mew
England and others are flown from a3 far away as Austra-
2. En route the bees are fed what amounts to insect junk
food: high-fructose com syrup and flower pofien imported
from China, causing Colony Collapse Disorder. As many
&3 80% of bees have left their hives, never to retum. Since
bees polinate nearty two-thirds of plants that end up as
food, this could have disastrous consequences for
humans.

The ‘rationalisafion’ of agriculture, coupled with
property development, has already had disastrous conse-
guences for humans in Mendota, a town 50km due west
of Fresno. Mendota's population is just under 10,000;
25% of = residents are Latine and meoat work in agricul-
ture. Mendota claims to be the ‘cantaloupe capital of the
word,” but the crop requires imigation and the drought has
prevented planting, putting many people out of work. The
town now has a second tile as the ‘unemployment caprital
of Calfom&a,’ with 2 41% jobleas rate. As alcoholism nuns
rampant and the socia fabnc breaks down, the nearby
Mendota Federal Prison offers one of only a few future
employment possibiities. Budget problerms mean the

prison is cumenthy onby 40% finished, but President
Obama has pledged 848 million of stmulus monsy
towards its completion. Once built, i should provide
350 joba. Praons are a growth industry in Califomia,
where one in 3ix prisoners i3 3enving a ife sentence.

At the end of the 18th Century, ol was discow-
ered in Kem County, in the southem, San Joaguin part
of the Central Valley. Kem County contains three of the
US' five largest cil fields. With al the refineries in the area
adding to the toxic mix, the air is heavy with ozone and
other formns of particle poliution. Bposure to ndustnal
chemicals, eapecially in the workplace, is listed n
vanous reports as a major cause of toacity in the region.
Weomen's Health magazine Iisted Bakersfeld, the
County seat, as the country's most unhealthy city for
Women_

This southem end of the Valley was mensty a
desert until the Imigation proiects brought water. But the
soil also confained salt and alkals from an ancent
seabed. A plan was devised for a master drain through
the centre of the Valley that would dump these wastes
in the San Francisco Bay from which they could be
flushed out into the Pacific Ocean. Evaronmental
protests prevented the completion of the project and
the drain nstead ended up dumping nto the Kesterson
Resanair, site of a refuge for migratory birds. In the eardy
18805, birds began to de in large numbers, chicks
were bom with deformities and cattle grazing nearby
becarmne sick. The cause was discoversed to be asle-
nium, a naturally cocuming trace element common fo
desert soil, toric in high concentrations. The area
became another human-made toxic hotspot, the reser-
voir was drained and capped with soil, and the wildifs
sanchuary closed.

But the poisoning of land, pecole and animals is
not  limited to mistakes ke Kesteraon. Concentrated,
high-yseld farming i chemical-ntensive. A reault of this
is rapid scil-depletion, salinisation, dessriification and
outright toxic contamination — by metals such as lead,
and salts like selenium. These chemicals include
carcinogens that cause cancer, teratogens that cause
birth defects and mutagena that cause genstic
changes. In 1288, the United Fam Workers union
demanded that five towxic pesficides used by gr=pe
growvers — dinoseb, methyl bromide, parathion, phoadin
and captan — be banned.

TOXIC HOUSING, TOXIC SELF-MEDICATION

Calformia’s housing boomn, e that of the US



more generaly, was fuelled by the creation of collater-
gliz=d debt cbligations (CDOs) that were based on readily
available subprime and other risky morgages. CO0s
rapidly became “toxic asaets’ when the bubbls burat. The
noficn of “towic assets’ is of course something of a meta-
phor, but the housing boom created hundreds of thou-
sand of homes that are literally toxic. it began with the
confiuence of the national housing boom and the rebuild-
ing of New Oreans and other parts of Louisiana, Flonda
and Texas in the aftermath of humicanes Katrina and Rita
in 2005. Massne guanttes of drywall — also known as
plasterboard or gyipsum board — were needed. Builders,
especialy developers of large-scale housing tracts like

| ennar Corporation, the second biggest home-builder in
the LIS, imported 250,000 tons from China. Although this
Chinese dnywall mostly ended up in Fonda and Louisi-
ana, much of it also found its way inte Central Valley
deyvelopments. The matena! gives off carbon disuffide and
carbomd sulfide, which comode copper pipes, electrical
wiring and appliances like ar conditioners. Worse still,
pecple have suffered nosebleeds and rashes, whilst
chidren have been afficted by ear and respiratory infec-
ficng.

Crhaners wishing to 32l these towic new homes are
legally reguired to reveal that they have Chinese drywall,
resulting in house prices falling as low as $19,000. Scme
of the bigger builders, like Lennar, are ripping out the
drywall and repairing some of the homes they buiit. But
cthers have gone bankrupt, or are on the verge of
colapse, and have done nothing. Meaost banks have
refused to renegotiate or adjust loans on these toxic

homes, leaving their buyers trapped.

Beyond these doubly toxic walls ke the Fresno
tent cifes, which are plagued by a high level of drug use,
particuiarty methamphetamine, commonty caled 'meth’ or
‘crystal meth ' Across the working class areas of Freano,
the use of this addictive psychostimuiant drug has besn
de=fined by local health workers as having reached
‘epidemic’ proportions. The Central Valley was the bith-
place of the modem illicit form of this dnug, originally
produced and distibuted by biker-gangs like the Hell's
Angels. The biker drug nebworks were mosthy broken by
the police in the early 1920s, only to be replaced by
Mexcan drug cartsls using even more retionaised nter-
national systerna of production and distribution. The
Central Valley around Fresno is key to meth production
not onty becauss of the large-scale operators, but also
the tens of thousand of smaller prodiucers, all of whom
use the rural setting to cperate clandestne labs and
super-i2bs on famms and renches. The plague of this
commodity of immiseration is growing across the LS. As

social order breais down due to the crisis, many tum fo
self-medicating themsehves with this towc substance.

Socia problems in the Central Valey once again
gifracted intemational media attention in August 2005,
when the BEC aired the documentary, The City
Addicted fo Crystal Meth. FHimed in Fresno, it details
howy social breakdown has besn accelerated both by
the urban sprawl during the housing bubble and by the
unemployment and mass foreclosures that have
accompanied its inevitable collapse. The resulting
desperation spread meth to the working class beyond
the Central \Valey, making it one of the most populary
abused drugs in the world today. The documentary
features meth-users decrying ‘cockers,” those who
actualy mix the toxic chemicals to produce the drug, as
being ‘bran damagsed.' Mearnwhile, many admit their
own brains have been damaged by use of the drug
which is sometimes consumed by those as young as
11. Some famiies contain muitigenerational uaers, and
of domestic violence, mcarceration, and premature
death.

The chemicals used to produce meth are not
onhy highby toxdic, but highty flammable too. Many meth
labs have exploded as a result, killing the cookers and
buming down nearty buildings. Some cookers produce
meth on the run and have ended up buming down
whole motels when their rooms have exploded due o
inadequate ventiation. Beyond its immediate costs, one
of the worst aspects of the manufacture of metham-
phetamines is the waste. BEach kilogram of meth
produced results in fve to seven Moz of waste. nevita-
bhy, this frequentty gets dumped in remcte rural areas,
such as the parka and foreats in the foothills enclosing

Don’t take shit.
Start it.




AN IMAGE FROM OUR FUTURE?

Commonplace though it may be: the economic crisis
is global. So why focus on Calfomnia's Central Valley?
Becauss, to retum to Manx, "ftlhe country that is more devel-
oped industrially only shows, to the less developed, the
mage of its ocwn future.’ Becauss the upheaval most
shamelessly caused by capitaist development in Califomia
has continued unabated, perhaps even ganing speed.
Becauss the wasteland of devastated eco-systerns and
tondc fvea that we encounter there, where capitalism has
contaminated every aspect of human social relations it has
touched, may be what lies in store for all of us.

In the Preface to the first Geman edtion of Capital in
1867, Mar« sugpests we observe ‘phenomena where they
occur in ther most typical fom'’. I his day that meant 'pro-
duction and exchange' and the conditions of 'mdustrial and
agncultural labourers’ in England. If we do this, he said we
can confront those who say that in ther own country 'things
are not nearty so bad.” In our day, the United States —
particularky Caifomia — has replaced England as the world's
most advanced capidalist economy. Here we see that viclent
expiloitation of humans is inked to the abusive treatment of
the land. That towdc housing, toxic morigages and the abuse
of foode drugs complement each other. And, in almost
mpossioly rarfied form: the full imationaity of toxic capitaist

social relaticns.
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Modesto CA 95353.
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